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Despite the handsome incomes they often command, lawyers are far from the 

happiest of professionals. Seven in ten attorneys in one poll said they would choose 

other careers if they had to do it over again and, in another poll, fewer than half said 

they would encourage young people to become lawyers. 

Indeed, no poll has ever put the law in the top tier of satisfying professions. The 

economic uncertainty of recent years has only made law students and lawyers think 

harder than ever before about what they can hope to get out of careers in law. 
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